
 Let Us Worship God!
September 8, 2024—10:30 AM


Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost


A Hybrid Worship Experience In-Person and Online

Today’s worship team—Music Director:Jayne McDonough; Worship Leader: Robert Stiles; 

 Pastor David Wenker; Message: Elder Norris Clark; Production: Max Moran


WELCOME!                           
WORSHIP YOUR WAY!  
So glad you’re here today. Enjoy 
worship with your neighbors and be 
spiritually energized. Join us in-
person in our beautiful, historic Red 
Brick Church or online: 
www.coldspringworship.com.


WORSHIP PREVIEW 
Elder Norris Clark will give the message, “The Story of Esther”. 


What kind of woman was Esther in the Bible?  Not much is revealed about her 
character, but she is described as beautiful and obedient, and she appears to be 
pliant and cooperative.  She quickly wins the favor of the chief eunuch, Hegai, 
and, when her turn comes to spend time with the king, Ahasuerus falls in love 
with her and makes her his queen.


The Book of Esther is unique, because it is a story where the main character 
(God) is never named, never speaks, but is present and active. Let’s find out why 
the Book of Esther is still important today. 


MUSIC PREVIEW:  
“God of grace and God of glory” was written while the United States was in the throes of the 
Great Depression between the two World Wars. This hymn is a prayer — a prayer for God to 
bestow power upon the church — and wisdom — and courage “for the facing of this hour.”


The hymn “Faith of Our Fathers” was written by Frederick William Faber in 1849 to honor the 
Catholic martyrs who died after the establishment of the Church of England by Henry VIII and 
Elizabeth. The hymn was originally written as a Catholic song, but was later adapted for use in 
Protestant churches. 


Anthony Showalter was leading a singing school in an Alabama church in 1887. When he 
returned to his boardinghouse room one night, two letters awaited him. Both were from former 
students, and both men told of the recent loss of their wives. Mr. Showalter wrote back, seeking 
to comfort the young men in the midst of their grief.  But what to write? When he came to the 
end of each letter, he wanted to include a Bible verse. He picked Deuteronomy 33:27, “The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms ….” He pondered the words 
of that verse as he penned them into the letters, and the lyrics of the chorus of “Leaning on the 
Everlasting Arms” came to his mind. He wrote to his friend, Elisha Hoffman, explaining that he 
had a chorus, but no verses. Mr. Hoffman wrote back with the rest of the words of this famous 
hymn. Sam Duncan, a student and nephew of Mr. Showalter, was given the class assignment to 
write the tune for this poem. 
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PRELUDE: JAYNE MCDONOUGH	  
WELCOME:  PASTOR DAVID WENKER 

God Welcomes All (sing in unison):                    

      God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 
      God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
                                                      )                                                             
CALL TO WORSHIP - (PSALM 146) (RESPONSIVE)    
One:  Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord, O my soul!  Do not put your 
trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.

Many: Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose 
hope is in the Lord their God.

                                                                                                           

OPENING PRAYER - (UNISON) 
God of all compassion, in Jesus Christ you have laid claim to our 
entire selves and shown us that nothing is too grand or 
insignificant for your mercy to touch. Therefore, let us lift our 
prayers to you this morning, Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN: “GOD OF GRACE AND GOD OF GLORY”  BLUE 
HYMNAL #420, VERSES 1,2 & 5 
1. God of grace and God of glory,  
On Thy people pour Thy power; 
Crown Thine ancient church's story;  
Bring its bud to glorious flower.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
For the facing of this hour,  
For the facing of this hour. 

2. Lo!  the hosts of evil 'round us  
Scorn Thy Christ, assail thy ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us  
Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
For the living of these days, 
For the living of these days. 

5. Save us from weak resignation  
To the evils we deplore; 
Let the search for Thy salvation  
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Be our glory evermore.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
Serving Thee whom we adore, 
Serving Thee whom we adore. 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION  
God knows us completely. God knows our hearts and discerns our 
thoughts. Let us then confess what we carry within us that does not 

honor God or God’s path of righteousness.


PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)   
Holy God, although we honor you with our words and worship, 
our hearts are often far from you. We are quick to judge, quick to 
exclude, quick to put others down instead of building them up. 
Forgive us, God. Help us amend our ways. Help us embrace the 
inclusive love you graciously offer us and expect us to offer 
others. Amen. 
SILENT REFLECTION 

HEAR THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE - (BOOK OF COMMON WORSHIP) 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of 
mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen.


*The Gloria	 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Open us, Eternal God, to your Word read and proclaimed. Help us 
not to turn from your truth or avoid and distract ourselves from your 
message. Help us be receptive to the wisdom you offer in this 
worship moment.


FIRST READING:  ESTHER 4: 1-16 
So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in 
front of the king’s gate. Mordecai told him everything that had 
happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had 
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promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the 
Jews. He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for their 
annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther 
and explain it to her, and he told him to instruct her to go into the 
king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people.


Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 
Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, “All the king’s officials 
and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or 
woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being 
summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death 
unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their 
lives. But thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the 
king.”


When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this 
answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you 
alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, 
relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 
you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”

Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the 
Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three 
days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this 
is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I 
perish, I perish.”

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God! 

SECOND READING: HEBREWS 11: 32-40 
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, 
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the 
prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became 
powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back 
their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, 
refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better 
resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed 
in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins 
and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— the world was 
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not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living 
in caves and in holes in the ground. These were all commended for 
their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, since 
God had planned something better for us so that only together with 
us would they be made perfect.


Message: “The Story of Esther”                              
                                                  Elder Norris Clark          
Prayer and Silent Reflection

HYMN OF MEDITATION - “FAITH OF OUR FATHERS”   RED HYMNAL #550 
1. Faith of our fathers! living still  
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword:  
O how our hearts beat high with joy  
Whene'er we hear that glorious word! 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death! 

2. Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 
Were still in heart and conscience free:  
How sweet would be their children's fate, 
If they like them could die for Thee! 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death! 

3. Faith of our fathers! we will strive  
To win all nations unto Thee,  
And thro’ the truth that comes from God,  
Mankind shall then be truly free. 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death! 

4. Faith of our fathers! we will love  
Both friend and foe in all our strife: 
And preach Thee too as love knows how, 
By kindly words and virtuous life: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death! 
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GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 
We have more to offer than we recognize or realize. God has given 
us abundant gifts. Let us faithfully respond to our generous God, by 
presenting our tithes and offerings.


OFFERTORY - “BE STILL MY SOUL” (FINLANDIA) 
*The Doxology	 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all 
creatures here below; praise God above the heavenly host, 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Prayer of Gratitude


COMMUNITY NEWS:  
Flowers:  The flowers that beautify the sanctuary are 
given by the Traber family in memory of Ruth Traber.  
Sign-up in the Narthex, or online, if you'd like to 
donate flowers in memory, or in honor, of a loved one. 
For more information, contact Beverly Mate,  
609-847-1530. ($20/vase).


Happy Birthday Blessings to:  
Dennis McDonough (9/10)         

Ralph DiLossi (9/11)  &  Barbara Cain (9/11)

Happy Anniversary Blessings to: Bob and Linda 
Hall (9/14)


Hospitality table after the service, outside under the 
trees! Please join us for light refreshments! There is a 
sign up sheet in the narthex if you’d like to help. 


Cold Spring Picnic! - Sept. 29 after worship - sign 
up to bring a favorite picnic dish in the narthex. 


COLD SPRING CHURCH & CEMETERY TOUR DATES 
FOR 2024 - MEETS AT 10:00 AM IN FRONT OF THE 
RED BRICK CHURCH, APPROX 60 MINUTES.  
         September -  28

The approximately 60-minute tour starts in front of 
the Red Brick Church at 10:00 AM 
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SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS -  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

(If you’d like to add to our prayer list, please 

complete a green Let’s Pray card.)


Pray for:  Cheryl having painful recovery from shoulder surgery; 
Janet’s brother, David having hip surgery; prayers for our nation 
during difficult times; for students and teachers beginning a new 
school year; the Family and friends of Ruth Traber on her passing;  
Anne Ferrari, not feeling well; Roger, in prison, needs God’s 
guidance; Fred Ferrari Jr’s Father in Law, Bob  who suffered a 
stroke;


Continual prayer requested for: Eileen Stalford in nursing care; 
Pastor Bob & Anna Sheidly friends of Bob Heinly, as they battle 
multiple maladies of aging; 

Those on hospice care: Marty; John Stalford, Gertrude Hess, 
Celeste Bashaw, Ted Lewis. Susan Craig, Grover Bradshaw, Von 
George.  

Those undergoing cancer treatment: Keith,Todd, Brian, Gerri Mills, 
Robin B, Mike, Kim, Steve, Rickey, Lorraine, Candy, Donna, Liz, 
Jennifer, Julie, Lori, Ruth & Debbie.  
PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors,  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

Fresh Expression of Community 

Once we were strangers,


Now we are neighbors. 
Once we were strangers,


Now we are friends.  
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*SENDING HYMN - “LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS”,  RED HYMNAL 
#240 
1. What a fellowship, what a joy divine,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Leaning,  Leaning,  
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning,  Leaning,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

2. O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms;  
O how bright the path grows from day to day,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Leaning,  Leaning,  
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning,  Leaning,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

3. What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms?  
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Leaning,  Leaning,  
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning,  Leaning,  
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

BENEDICTION - PASTOR DAVID WENKER 
POSTLUDE - JAYNE MCDONOUGH 

So glad you’ve joined us. Please share your worship experience with others on 
our YouTube channel, Facebook, and Instagram. View worship at any time on 
our YouTube page. Invite others to join you next week. 
Notes for Today’s Worship: Cold Spring Presbyterian Church. CCLI License #20561018. CCLI Streaming License 
#20561001 Worship Lyric Videos, all rights reserved, Web license. Worship House Media, Web License. OneLicense 
Limited Podcast / Streaming License #M-401274.

1. God Welcomes All; CCLI Song #549555 
2. God of Grace and God of Glory: Henry Emerson Fosdick, John Hughes; CCLI Song #7051728

3. Gloria: Public Domain

4. Faith of our Fathers; Frederick Faber, Henry F. Hemy, arr. by James G. Walton; CClI Song #29011 
5. Offertory: Be Still My Soul (Finlandia): Jean Sibelius; CCLI #96910 
6. Doxology: CCLI Song #425557

7. Leaning on the Everlasting Arms: Elisha A. Hoffman, Anthony Showalter; CCLI Song #31779
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