
 Let Us Worship God!
September 1, 2024—10:30 AM


Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost


A Hybrid Worship Experience In-Person and Online

Today’s worship team—Music Director:Jayne McDonough; Worship Leader: Beverly Mate; 


Message: Pastor David Wenker; Production: Norris Clark


WELCOME!                           
WORSHIP YOUR WAY!  
So glad you’re here today. Enjoy 
worship with your neighbors and 
be spiritually energized. Join us 
in-person in our beautiful, historic Red Brick 
Church or online: 
www.coldspringworship.com.


WORSHIP PREVIEW 
Pastor Dave’s Message today is Titled: "Positive Promises For Tough 
Times: Nothing Can Separate Us From God's Love."  Why is it so 
hard for us to believe God loves us?  Sure life can be hard at times 
and we may think that if God really loved us he would make our life 
easier.  There are tragedies so horrific that we will find it hard to trust 
God's love in the midst of it.  But not believing God loves us doesn't 
make the tragedy any less tragic.  Brennan Manning's book on 
God's love is called "Ruthless Trust".  Ruthless trust is what it takes 
sometimes to believe God loves us.  We will explore God's 
commitment of love and how we might choose to respond.  


MUSIC PREVIEW:  
The gathering hymn, is really a prayer to Jesus, who is “Love Divine, All Loves 
Excelling.” It invites Jesus to make his dwelling in us—to visit us with his 
salvation—to enter our hearts. It invites him to take away our love of sinning—to 
set our hearts at liberty. It concludes by asking Jesus to finish his new creation, 
so that we might be pure and spotless—perfectly restored—ready for heaven.


Isaac Watts wrote "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" in preparation for a 
communion service in 1707. Originally, the hymn was named "Crucifixion to the 
World by the Cross of Christ," following the practice of the day to summarize a 
hymn's theme in the title. It was first published in 1707 in Watt's collection 
“Hymns and Spiritual Songs”.


On June 6, 1882, George Matheson sat alone a day before his sister’s wedding 
and penned “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go.” Though delighted for his sister, 
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the Scottish minister felt sorrow mixed in with joy before the wedding festivities. 
At age 20, Matheson lost his eyesight, and his fiancé at the time decided that 
she could not be married to a blind man. His sister had taken him in to care for 
him, and through her love and support of him, Matheson became an effective 
preacher and minister of the gospel.


PRELUDE: JAYNE MCDONOUGH	  
WELCOME:  PASTOR DAVID WENKER 

God Welcomes All (sing in unison):                    

      God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 
      God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
                                                      )                                                             

CALL TO WORSHIP (RESPONSIVE)    BEVERLY MATE 
One: This is the day the Lord has made 

Many: We will rejoice and be glad in it.	 	     


OPENING PRAYER (UNISON) 
We have come to worship this morning in 
obedience to the prompting of your Spirit, 
even if we didn’t recognize the prompting as 
you.  We have come to worship this morning 
with a deep spiritual hunger for you, some of 
which we can’t identify as spiritual hunger.  
Open us up spiritually this morning and draw 
from us the response you deserve and we 
need to give you, the response of love and 
surrender.  We pray in the name of our Lord 
Jesus.  AMEN                                                                                                            
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*GATHERING HYMN: “LOVE DIVINE, ALL  LOVES 
EXCELLING”,  BLUE HYMNAL #158 
1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation,  
Enter every trembling heart. 

2. Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit  
Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit,  
Let us find Thy promised rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy grace receive;  
Suddenly return, and never,  
Never more Thy temples leave,  
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above; 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
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Glory in Thy perfect love. 

4. Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation  
Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory,  
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,  
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION  
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting; God’s grace never changes. 
Therefore, we come together to confess our sin, 
trusting that in Christ, we have already been 
forgiven:


PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)   
We admit we often compare ourselves to 
others who have more and we come to you 
asking for more.  We feel insecure and 
believe that if we had more we would feel 
more secure.  Forgive us for not believing 
that you are sufficient and you give us what 
we need.  Give us courage to live in the 
gratitude of what you have provided rather 
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than complaining about what we feel we are 
lacking.  Help us we pray.  AMEN  
SILENT REFLECTION 

HEAR THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE - (RESPONSIVE) 
One: Friends believe the good news of the 
Gospel.

Many: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

*The Gloria	  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Gracious God, we see as in a mirror dimly. Your 
Spirit offers clarity, wisdom and understanding. 
Open our eyes, that these many words of 
Scripture may bear witness to your true Word: 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


FIRST READING: EPHESIANS 3: 14-19 
A Prayer for the Ephesians 
For this reason I kneel before the Father, from 
whom every family[a] in heaven and on earth 
derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with power 
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through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
And I pray that you, being rooted and  
established in love, may have power, together 
with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the 
measure of all the fullness of God.


This is the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8: 28-39 
And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. For those God 
foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And 
those he predestined, he also called; those he 
called, he also justified; those he justified, he 
also glorified.

More Than Conquerors

What, then, shall we say in response to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 
him up for us all—how will he not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who 
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will bring any charge against those whom God 
has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is 
the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus 
who died—more than that, who was raised to 
life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we 
face death all day long; we are considered as 
sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. For I am convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Message: “Positive Promises for Tough 
Times: Nothing Can Separate Us From God’s 
Love”                               Pastor David Wenker         

Prayer and Silent Reflection
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PROFESSIONAL OF FAITH - THE APOSTLES CREED 
(UNISON) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come 

to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen.


GIFTS OF GRATITUDE 
James writes, “Every generous act of giving, 
with every perfect gift, is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights, with whom there 


Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost Page  of 8 14 September 1, 2024



is no variation or shadow due to change.” Since 
God is the source of all generosity, let us 
generously return our tithes and offerings to the 
Lord.

OFFERTORY - 

*The Doxology	 


Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God all creatures here below; praise 
God above the heavenly host, praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Prayer of Gratitude


COMMUNITY NEWS:  
Flowers:  
Sign-up in the Narthex, or online, if you'd 
like to donate flowers in memory, or in 
honor, of a loved one. For more 
information, contact Beverly Mate,  
609-847-1530. ($20/vase).


Pastor David will have a new 
members class September 22 and 
29 at 9:15 before worship, with the 

aim of receiving the class of new members at the 
October 6 worship service.  Anyone interested or 
having questions about what is involved, please 
contact Pastor Wenker 856-261-6453. 
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Happy Birthday Blessings to: 
Nichole DiLossi 9/1, 

           Lynda McCartney 9/3, & 
Beverly Mate 9/4


Anniversary Blessings to Mary & Rick Everett, on 52 
years of marriage, 8/26.


 Hospitality table after the service, 
outside under the trees! Please join us 
for light refreshments! There is a sign up 
sheet in the narthex if you’d like to help. 


COLD SPRING CHURCH & CEMETERY 
TOUR DATES FOR 2024 - MEETS AT 10:00 
AM IN FRONT OF THE RED BRICK 
CHURCH, APPROX 60 MINUTES.  
  September - 7, 21 & 28


                                                                                                 
SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS -  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: 

(If you’d like to add to our prayer list, please 

complete a green Let’s Pray card.)


Pray for:  the Family and friends of Ruth Traber on her 
passing; Anne Ferrari, not feeling well; Roger, in prison, 
needs God’s guidance; Blessings to Mary & Rick Everett 
as they celebrate 52 years of marriage; Charlie Keister is 
home from the hospital & grateful for cards, calls & visits; 
Von George, cancer has spread, now in hospice care; Fred 
Ferrari Jr’s Father in Law, Bob  who suffered a stroke; 
Dennis McD. with heart problems;
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Continual prayer requested for: Eileen Stalford in nursing 
care; Pastor Bob & Anna Sheidly friends of Bob Heinly, as 
they battle multiple maladies of aging; 

Those on hospice care: Marty, John Stalford, Gertrude 
Hess, Celeste Bashaw, Ted Lewis. Susan Craig, Grover 
Bradshaw, Von George.  

Those undergoing cancer treatment: Keith,Todd, Brian, 
Gerri Mills, Robin B, Mike, Kim, Steve, Rickey, Lorraine, 
Candy, Donna, Liz, Jennifer, Julie, Lori, Ruth & Debbie.  

***Services for our dear friend, Ruth Traber will be at 11:00 
a.m. on Thursday, September 5. Family visitation 
immediately before 9:30-11:00 at Radzieta Funeral Home in 
Cape May Court House.  Burial following the service in 
veterans portion of Cold Spring Cemetary next to her 
husband.                 


PASTORAL PRAYER 

HYMN OF PREPARATION - “WHEN I SURVEY THE 
WONDROUS CROSS”, RED HYMNAL #158 

1. When I survey the wondrous cross,  
On which the Prince of glory died,  
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  
Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
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All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

3. See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

4. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small;  
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

INVITATION TO ALL: COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE! 
THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
(RESPONSIVE) 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you,…. 
who taught us to pray, saying,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
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on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors,  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION - REV. WENKER 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

FRESH EXPRESSION OF COMMUNITY  
Once we were strangers,


Now we are neighbors. 
Once we were strangers,


Now we are friends.  

*SENDING HYMN - “O LOVE THAT WILT NOT LET 
ME GO ”,  BLUE HYMNAL #384 
1. O Love that wilt not let me go  
I rest my weary soul in Thee  
I give Thee back the life I owe  
That in Thine ocean depths its flow  
May richer fuller be 

2. O Light that followest all my way  
I yield my flickering torch to Thee  
My heart restores its borrowed ray  
That in Thy sunshine's blaze its day  
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May brighter fairer be 

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain  
I cannot close my heart to Thee  
I trace the rainbow through the rain  
And feel the promise is not vain  
That morn shall tearless be 

4. O Cross that liftest up my head  
I dare not ask to fly from Thee  
I lay in dust life's glory dead  
And from the ground there blossoms red  
Life that shall endless be 

BENEDICTION - OLD IRISH BLESSING  
Cold Spring Quartet - Beverly Mate, Janet 
Wenker, Pastor Dave Wenker, John Saalman

POSTLUDE - JAYNE MCDONOUGH 

So glad you’ve joined us. Please share your worship 
experience with others on our YouTube channel, Facebook, 
and Instagram. View worship at any time on our YouTube 
page. Invite others to join you next week. 
Notes for Today’s Worship: Cold Spring Presbyterian Church. CCLI License #20561018. CCLI 
Streaming License #20561001 Worship Lyric Videos, all rights reserved, Web license. Worship House 
Media, Web License. OneLicense Limited Podcast / Streaming License #M-401274.

1. Prelude  
2. God Welcomes All; CCLI Song #549555 
3. Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”: Charles Wesley, Rowland Hugh Prichard; CCLI Song #7156028

4. Gloria: Public Domain

5. Offertory 
6. Doxology: CCLI Song #425557

7. When I Survey the Wondrous Cross: Isaac Watts, Lowell Mason; CCLI Song #27893

8. O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go: Albert Lister Peace, George Matheson; CCLI Song #916904

9. Old Irish Blessing: Denes Agay

10. Postlude
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