
Let Us Worship God! 
December 12, 2021—10:30 AM


Third Week of Advent

A Hybrid Worship Experience In-Person and Online


Today’s worship team—Music Director: Jayne McDonough.

Worship Leader: Barbara Cain. Message: Rev. Larry Moyer. Worship Production: Norris Clark.


WELCOME! YOU ARE IN THE RIGHT 
PLACE! WE ARE READY FOR YOU 
IN THE RED BRICK CHURCH! OR, 
JOIN THE SPIRITUAL ENERGY AT 
WWW.COLDSPRINGWORSHIP.COM! 
Tip: Remember to click the 
YouTube Subscribe button! 

We monitor the case counts of 
Covid-19 in our county. Mask-
wearing is required even for fully 
vaccinated worshippers. Let’s be safe together! Thank you for maintaining 
alternate row seating and safe distancing between family groups. We provide 
hand sanitizer and masks. By Telephone: 929-205-6099. ID 882 3154 2428. 
Passcode 1714.


WORSHIP PREVIEW 
This third week of Advent is all about “doing” what we believe in joy. We will 
hear Isaiah’s prophetic message for all people to rejoice. And with the crowds 
surrounding the prophet John by the Jordan, we can respond each in our own 
way to that proclamation of joy. This week, find hope and encouragement to 
live your very best life, the abundant Life that Jesus promised you!


MUSIC AND VIDEO PREVIEW 
Our first hymn today is The First Nowell. "Nowell" is the English form of the 
French "noel," a shout of joy formerly used at Christmas (as in Chaucer's 
"Franklin's Tale"), a clue that the word is older than its first printing. It may have 
Latin and French roots related to "born," " (natus / né) as well to "news" (nova / 
nouvelle).


We close with Angels From the Realms of Glory. This familiar carol was first 
published as a poem in the Christmas Eve 1816 issue of a newspaper the 
author edited in Sheffield, England. The tune name celebrates the location of a 
prominent Presbyterian Church in London, sometimes called the "Presbyterian 
cathedral."
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GREETING OF IN-PERSON WORSHIPPERS: PASTOR KEVIN (10:24) 
COUNTDOWN TO WORSHIP  (10:24) 
PRELUDE: JAYNE MCDONOUGH (10:27) 
WELCOME: REV. MOYER (10:32) 
CALL TO WORSHIP (UNISON): BARBARA CAIN (10:34) 
We worship God who created us to experience real life. 
God loves us, inhabits our world, and indwells our lives. 
We see God at work within ourselves, beyond ourselves, 
as we read Scripture and pray, worship and give, and as 
we serve others together, work for peace, and 
demonstrate God’s love and peace. Let us worship God! 

GOD WELCOMES ALL (SING LIGHTLY):  (1-10:34) 
God welcomes all, strangers and friends; 
God’s love is strong, and it never ends. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE: 
This Sunday’s we light the candle of Joy. As a 
break from the heaviness of Advent’s 
preparations, this Sunday offers a reprise from 
our dark longings to offer joy’s glimmer of light. 
Even in the midst of darkness, we are called to 
rejoice as we light a pink candle representing the 
color of joy. Rejoice! For our Lord is coming into 
the darkness of oppression’s exile to lead us 
home, as we hear in Isaiah 35:1-4: “The 
wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the 

desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing!”

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (UNISON): 
Loving God, keep our hearts and minds open to the Good 
News as we learn, grow, and serve. Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING: ISAIAH 12:2-6 
Surely God is my salvation; 
    I will trust and not be afraid. 
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; 
    he has become my salvation.” 
With joy you will draw water 
    from the wells of salvation.

In that day you will say:

“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 
    make known among the nations what he has done, 
    and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; 
    let this be known to all the world. 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 
    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

MESSAGE FOR KIDS: REV. LARRY MOYER	 (10:34) 
PRAYER FOR FAMILIES  

SOLO - MARY DID YOU KNOW - REV. LARRY MOYER 

GOSPEL READING: LUKE 3:7-18  (10:38)  
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God 
can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the 
root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”

	 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. John 
answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with 
the one who has none, and anyone who has food should 
do the same.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized. 
“Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” “Don’t collect 
any more than you are required to,” he told them.

	 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we 
do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse 
people falsely—be content with your pay.”
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	 The people were waiting expectantly and were all 
wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the 
Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. 
But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.” And with many other words John 
exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to 
them.

MESSAGE: PAY ATTENTION: WHAT SHALL WE DO? 
REV. LARRY MOYER 
PRAYER AND SILENT REFLECTION: 

MUSIC VIDEO LYRICS - THE FIRST NOWELL HYMNAL #56 
  
1. The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to Bethlehem’s shepherds in 
fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their 
sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so 
deep

Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel


2. Then wise from a country far 
Looked up and saw a guiding star 
They traveled on by night and day 

To reach the place where Jesus lay

Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel


3. At Bethlehem they entered in

On blended knee they worshipped 
him

They offered there in his presence

Their gold, and myrrh, And 
frankincense 

Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel


4. Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heavenly lord

For Christ has our salvations wrought

And with his blood mankind has 
bought

Noel Noel Noel Noel 
Born is the King of Israel 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION (10:55) 
God loves you and nothing separates you from God’s love. 
In a spirit of gratitude and joy, let us pray together: 


PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS (10:55) 
Good morning God of love and understanding. We gather 
here in this safe place to express our hope and joy and 
our fears, sadness, or pain. We come as we are seeking 
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your peace. In every season of life, no matter our moods 
or feelings, give us confidence in your promises through 
the incredible gift of your son, Jesus. Amen. 
SILENT REFLECTION 

HEAR THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
In the name of Jesus Christ, the risen and rising Lord,

God loves and forgives us to live like Christ and a life of 
faith, justice, and joy.

Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! AMEN. 

THE GLORIA (SING LIGHTLY) (3) (10:57) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

MOMENT FOR MISSION-CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 
A Gift Opens Doors is this year’s Christmas Joy 
Offering theme. In the story of God there is a 
barrier that exists between the Created world 
and its Creator. A wall. Sin separates us from 
God, and separation from God is unbearable. 

And our Good News story goes on to say that 

God, seeing that we had no hope in ourselves of 
getting over, or through or around what separates us, 
offered us a gift in Jesus Christ who opens a door — a door 
we could not open ourselves. What a gift! 

Consider using the special envelope available in the 
Narthex for your gift that will be received next Sunday, Dec. 
19, and Christmas Eve. Receipts are distributed nationally, 
within our region, and in our own community to those who 
are often overlooked, left out, vulnerable, or in need. Thank 
you for sharing your gift!
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GIFTS OF GRATITUDE: GENERAL FUND AND DEACONS FUND (11:04) 
Thank you for your financial support! Mail your gift, or click 
“via tithe.ly” at www.coldspringchurch.com/giving. When in-
person, use the donation boxes at both exit doors.

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 
THE DOXOLOGY (SING LIGHTLY) (5) (11:05) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God all 
creatures here below; praise God above the heavenly 
host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

COMMUNITY NEWS: 
The Chancel flowers are a gift from Elaine Jordan in 
memory of family.


Your complementary Advent Devotional is 
available now! Look for it with the online PDF 
Advent Worship Guide, or pick up your complete 
4-week set in the Narthex. This Advent can be 
the beginning of a great spiritual journey!


Wreaths Across America is next Saturday, 
December 18, 12 PM. Plan to join us around the 
flags in our  as we honor our veterans!


Christmas Eve Candlelight Service! Come and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus in a very special and 
inspiring candlelight worship experience, 6:00 
PM in-person and online.


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: (11:06) 
God cares about us as we share our concerns one another. 
We pray for those who need shelter, food, employment, 
healing, and wholeness in mind, body, and spirit. God, 
grant us joy as we embrace life's challenges in Christ. We 
pray for those suffering from Covid-19 and other illnesses, 
and those who serve in healthcare, emergency response, 
law enforcement, education, business, government, and 
the military.
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Let us pray: Elmer Cain (vertigo); Barney, vertigo. Tricia 
traveling in South Africa , Betty’s granddaughter cancer. 
Bob Hall, Tammy’s aunt passed away. Jean Morgan 
husband pancreatic cancer., Max & Ana Moran and family 
mourning loss of several family members. Barbara Baker 
(back surgery); John Stalford (back pain); Eileen Stalford 
(strength); Nancy’s 6 yr old nephew, Ezras with covid; 
remember our veterans; Charles Keister, that he would feel 
better and regain strength. For the friends and family of 
Lydia Richey on her passing; Continued healing for Lenore, 
and for all of us to be well and stay safe; Nathalie 
Rodriguez (healing). 


PRAYER 
LORD’S PRAYER (11:07) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom comes, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
       (11:08)   

FRESH EXPRESSION OF COMMUNITY (11:09) 
Once we were strangers, Now we are neighbors. 
Once we were strangers, Now we are friends. 

MUSIC HYMN:  - ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY HYMNAL # 

1. Angels from the realms of glory

Wing your flight o'er all the earth

Ye who sang creation's story

Now proclaim Messiah's birth

Come and worship come and worship

Worship Christ the newborn King
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2. Shepherds in the field abiding

Watching o'er your flocks by night

God with us is now residing

Yonder shines the infant light

Come and worship come and worship

Worship Christ the newborn King


3. All creation join in praising

God the Father Spirit Son

Evermore your voices raising

To the eternal Three in One

Come and worship come and worship

Worship Christ the newborn King


BENEDICTION: PASTOR KEVIN	  (11:19) 
POSTLUDE:	  (11:20) 
Go in peace, and serve in joy! Thank you for being with us! 
We hope that you felt spiritually energized by joining us 
today. All of our worship services are available for viewing 
and sharing at any time here. Please invite others to join you 
next week. We pray that you’re staying safe wherever you 
are and wherever you go. May God bless you and those you 
love now and always. 
Today’s Worship: CCLI License #20561018. Streaming 
#20561001. Worship Lyric Videos, Web license. 
Worship House Media, Web License. OneLicense 
Podcast/Streaming #M-401274. Active Subscription: 
Koiné Worship Media, License and Site Access 
including Facebook Live and website distribution.

1. God Welcomes All: CCLI # 549555

2. Mary Did You Know: Buddy Greene, Mark Lowry; 

CCLI #839225

3. The First Nowell: 17th C English Carol, arr. Harley 

Willan: CCLI #31047

4. Gloria - public domain 
5. Doxology: CCLI #42555

6. Angels From the Realms of Glory: James 

Montgomery; Henry T. Smart: words & music - CCLI 
#31669
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Rest
N I G H T  WATC H

2021 ADVENT DEVOTIONS | WEEK 3
BY TERI McDOWELL OTT

Rest

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12TH | EXODUS 20:8-11

I am not a night owl. When the sun disappears below 
the horizon, my body instinctively wants to slow down 
and stop. I’ve only pulled a couple of all-nighters in 
my life. One time was with friends in our last days of 
high school. We spread sleeping bags in my family’s 
backyard, gorging on junk food and watching the 
sunrise. Another time was during a semester overseas 
in Spain. Staying up all night was par for the course in 
Madrid — night club lovers partied until 6 a.m., went 
straight to work and later took a long afternoon siesta. 
The friends I studied with convinced me to stay up with 
them on our last night together. I’ll never forget the fun 
we had ... nor how awful I felt boarding my plane home 
the next morning. 

Before electricity, the setting sun forced everyone 
to stop the day’s activities. Nighttime is God’s daily 
reminder: we are not meant for nonstop work. Lack 
of adequate rest short-circuits our body’s healthy 
functioning, increases stress, impairs our thinking 
and disrupts our hormonal balance, which can lead 
to increased appetite and weight gain. We’re learning 
more about the importance of a good night’s sleep from 

science. But God made rest an imperative from the 
beginning. The third commandment of the Decalogue 
is the longest, indicating its importance. We honor God 
with our rest. Failing to rest, or denying our need, is 
one way we “play God.” After six days of labor, even 
God took a break. 

Remembering the sabbath, remembering God’s 
commandment to rest from our labor, is a sacred and 
faithful act. Rest is a call to humility, to remember that 
time continues when we stop: the sun sets, the moon 
rises, the night breaks into a new day with or without 
us. This daily rhythm reminds us of our equal status 
before God. Whether you are a landowner or a land 
worker, you require rest. The sabbath commandment 
is for servants and masters alike. 

Jewish families welcome Shabbat on Friday nights 
by gathering around the table for a long, slow candlelit 
dinner. Family and friends enjoy quiet conversation, 
sing songs and recite prayers. Special food is saved to 
enjoy during this meal. Jews who struggle financially 
will deprive themselves all week in order to enjoy a 
little wine and delicious food on Shabbat. 

Now, during Advent, practicing devotions prepares 
us to rest in the presence of God. So can small evening 
rituals. We sleep better if we take time to wind down, 
turn away from our digital screens, drink a warm glass 
of milk, meditate. Denying our body the rest it needs 
denies the natural rhythms of God’s creation. Take the 
time to honor Advent rituals (lighting candles in prayer; 
singing hymns of hope and expectation; decorating our 
homes and sanctuaries) to rest better with God as we 
wait for Christmas.

Eternal God, guide us to rest so we can live 
faithfully and full of hope for Christ’s coming. Amen.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13TH | 1 KINGS 19:4-8

Elijah is on the run, fleeing Jezebel who wants to 
kill him for killing Baal’s prophets. But after a day’s 
journey Elijah is mentally and physically spent. 
He collapses under the only tree he can find and 
cries out to God, “It is enough.” Now, exhaustion is 
Elijah’s greatest enemy. He wants to die. Blessedly, 
he falls asleep and wakes to an angel who gives 
him food and drink. By these miracles of rest and 
replenishment, Elijah is able to carry on.

Sustaining God, thank you for being present to 
us when we’ve had enough, when we can’t go 
on. As this Advent arrives, we’ve had enough of 
the pandemic, of injustice, of divisiveness and 
division. It is all we can do to keep ourselves 
from opting out of all the struggles. May this 
Advent season feed and nourish us spiritually as 
we rest in the promise of Christ’s coming. Amen.

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=500287674
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=501154774
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14TH | PSALM 3:1-6

The psalmist laments those who rise against him, 
the “ten thousands of people” surrounding him. Yet 
the psalmist doesn’t succumb to pressure. He sleeps 
well because God serves as his shield. God answers 
his cries. God sustains the psalmist so he can get the 
rest he needs, even under stress.

Those who rise against us may not be enemies 
from without but enemies within. Doubts and 
insecurities circle our hearts and minds. Fear 
and anxiety wound our potential, hampering us 
from becoming who God created us to be. This 
Advent, meditate on the God who gives us rest, who 
understands our fully human and fallible nature, the 
God who risked being born into a world strewn with 
enemies without and within.

Holy God, despite our stress, help us to rest as 
the psalmist rests this Advent. Calm our anxiety. 
Steady and slow our breathing. Comfort us with 
your Advent promise to be God-with-us. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15TH | PSALM 23

Psalm 23 is often read at graveside committals. 
Death is our ultimate rest. But there is comfort 
in this passage for the living too. The shepherd 
guides his sheep and ensures they rest well in green 
pastures, beside still waters. Enemies may be at 
our tables, but we rest in the assurance that God is 
present to protect us. Here in Advent, as we await 
the birth of the Christ child who will grow into our 
Good Shepherd, we anticipate the comfort, guidance 
and rest our Savior will provide.

Good Shepherd, save us from the darkest valleys. 
Save us from evil. Save us from paths that do not 
lead to righteousness. With hopeful anticipation 
we await the birth of Christ; we await the 
miracle of a God incarnate, a God who loves us 
enough to provide us with goodness and mercy 
and the blessed rest that comes from being in 
your company. Amen.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16TH | PSALM 121

This psalm of ascent is sung by pilgrims making 
their way to worship, preparing their hearts by 
singing praise to a God who neither slumbers nor 
sleeps, a God who does not rest so we can.

As a child, and even sometimes as an adult, I’ve 
found it hard to fall asleep alone in the house. My 
imagination turns shadows into creepy monsters 

and floorboard creaks become unwelcome footsteps. 
Alone at night, I’m conjuring the worst of my own 
fears. Psalm 121 offers exactly the help and hope 
I need: a God who stays awake so I can sleep, a 
guardian of both day and night.

O God, our guardian, we can rest well knowing 
that you are keeping watch. As we prepare our 
hearts for Christ’s coming, we lift our eyes to the 
night sky this Advent to praise the God of heaven 
and earth, to praise the God who keeps watch on 
our behalf. Amen.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17TH | LUKE 21:37

Chapter 21 of Luke’s Gospel is full of foreboding 
lessons: Jerusalem and the Temple will be destroyed, 
the disciples will be persecuted, the signs of the 
Second Coming will be terrifying and earthshaking. 
After all this heavy teaching, Jesus slips away from 
the people to spend the night on the Mount of 
Olives. Here in Luke, we don’t know if Jesus spends 
this night praying or sleeping or just sitting in the 
darkness alone. But there is a clear separation 
between the work he does during the day and the 
renewal and replenishment he seeks at night.

Holy God, you gave us Jesus as a model of what 
our lives can and should be like. Help us to 
follow him in our life’s work and in our need for 
rest. Help us separate our days and our nights so 
we can be renewed to serve you to the best of our 
ability. Amen.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18TH | JOHN 9:1-5

Stories of Jesus healing the blind are in all four 
Gospels. This healing ministry is a significant 
portion of his daytime work. But this work, as all 
occupations in Jesus’ day, stops at night. Certainly, 
the Son of God could heal at night too. The Light of 
the World doesn’t need the advantages of modern 
electricity to work in darkness. Yet, Jesus honors 
this natural boundary. He stops when others stop.

What work do we need to stop in Advent so we 
can be prepared to receive Christ this Christmas? 
What in our lives do we need to give a rest so we can 
be spiritually ready to receive our Savior?

God of the sun and the moon, help us to order 
our days around your natural boundaries. Help 
us to stop our work when it is time so we can 
renew ourselves and ready ourselves for Christ 
this Advent. Amen.

http://pres-outlook.org
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=501154650
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=500879458
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=500826733
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=501154376
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=501154270
Dr. Kevin Yoho
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